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Citizens Guide to Detached Post Frame and Pole 

Frame Accessory Structures 
 

 

So, you’re looking to Add a Post Frame or Pole Frame Structure to your Rural Residential Property… 
 

In the Village of Kronenwetter, the number and size of garages, accessory buildings, and accessory style principle 

buildings are regulated by the Village’s Zoning Ordinance.  The zoning of your property determines the regulations that 

apply to your property.  If you don’t know the zoning of your property, you can find it online on the Village of 

Kronenwetter website (www.kronenwetter.org), click on the “Planning and Zoning” tab under the Department Header 

at the top of page and then select the link to “Zoning Map”. 
 

Note:  Any accessory structure, including a garage attached to the house, counts towards the total accessory structure 

square footage allowance and number of accessory structures permitted for the parcel. 
 

 

Based on the zoning of the property, the following regulations for post frame and pole frame structures apply: 

 

SF- Single Family Residential, 2F- Two Family Residential, and MF- Multi-Family Residential 

(Section 520-27.Y and Figure 520-17 (Attachment 1))  

1) Detached Post Frame and Pole Frame Structures are not a permitted land use for SF, 2F or MF zoned parcels. 

 

RR 2- Rural Residential (Post Frame Construction). (Section 520-27.Y) Detached Post Frame and Pole Frame Structures 
which are located in a RR-2 District shall conform to the following standards: 
1) The maximum size or number of all accessory buildings and garages, including detached and attached garages on 

the same zoning lot shall be determined as follows: 
a. 3,000 square feet in aggregate 

2) A post frame accessory structure can be classified as a principle land use in all Rural Residential Zoned Districts 

(RR2, RR5, AR, and PR). Principle structure setbacks must be met. If the ‘accessory structure’ is classified as a 

principle use and the property owner chooses to construct a different principle use for the property, that original 

structure would be reclassified to an accessory structure. 

3) The maximum peak building height for a detached garage or accessory building shall be 35 feet. 

4) No detached accessory structure shall be located closer than 10 feet from any other building, unless applicable 

building code requirements for one-hour fire-rated construction are met. 

5) No post-frame accessory building shall be occupied as a dwelling unit or otherwise used for human habitation 

unless it has first been approved for such use by the Building Inspector and meets all applicable code requirements 

for a dwelling. 
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RR 5- Rural Residential 5 (Post Frame Construction). (Section 520-27.Y) Detached Post Frame and Pole Frame 
Structures which are located in a RR-5 District shall conform to the following standards: 
1) The maximum size or number of all accessory buildings and garages, including detached and attached garages on 

the same zoning lot shall be determined as follows: 
b. 5,000 square feet in aggregate 

2) A post frame accessory structure can be classified as a principle land use in all Rural Residential Zoned Districts 

(RR2, RR5, AR, and PR). Principle structure setbacks must be met. If the ‘accessory structure’ is classified as a 

principle use and the property owner chooses to construct a different principle use for the property, that original 

structure would be reclassified to an accessory structure. 

3) The maximum peak building height for a detached garage or accessory building shall be 35 feet. 

4) No detached accessory structure shall be located closer than 10 feet from any other building, unless applicable 

building code requirements for one-hour fire-rated construction are met. 

5) No post-frame accessory building shall be occupied as a dwelling unit or otherwise used for human habitation 

unless it has first been approved for such use by the Building Inspector and meets all applicable code requirements 

for a dwelling. 

 

AR- Agricultural & Residential (Post Frame Construction). (Section 520-27.Y) Detached Post Frame and Pole Frame 
Structures which are located in a AR District shall conform to the following standards: 
1) The maximum size or number of all accessory buildings and garages, including detached and attached garages on 

the same zoning lot shall be determined as follows: 
c. 10,000 square feet in aggregate 

2) A post frame accessory structure can be classified as a principle land use in all Rural Residential Zoned Districts 

(RR2, RR5, AR, and PR). Principle structure setbacks must be met. If the ‘accessory structure’ is classified as a 

principle use and the property owner chooses to construct a different principle use for the property, that original 

structure would be reclassified to an accessory structure. 

3) The maximum peak building height for a detached garage or accessory building shall be 35 feet. 

4) No detached accessory structure shall be located closer than 10 feet from any other building, unless applicable 

building code requirements for one-hour fire-rated construction are met. 

5) No post-frame accessory building shall be occupied as a dwelling unit or otherwise used for human habitation 

unless it has first been approved for such use by the Building Inspector and meets all applicable code requirements 

for a dwelling. 

 
 
 
 
Other Things to Consider… 
 
What Counts as an Accessory Structure. Accessory structures can come in many different variations. Some include 
yard sheds, garden sheds, attached garages, detached garages, post frame structures, and pole buildings.    
 
Setbacks.  The shortest distance between a building's or structure's exterior (side wall if the eve does not extend over 
2 feet) and the nearest point on the referenced lot line (NOT the edge or middle of the road).  Accessory structures 
shall be located no closer than 10 feet from any other building, unless applicable building code requirements for one 
hour fire-rated construction are met. All garages and accessory buildings must meet the below established setbacks.  
 
Minimum Setback. The narrowest distance permitted from a front, streetside, interior side, or rear property line to a 
building or structure as specified in this chapter. 

 
 
 



 
 

Accessory Structures and Garages Setbacks from Lot Line 

Zoning 
District 

Type of Use 
Front 
Yard 

Interior 
Side 

Street 
Side 

Rear 

RR-2 Accessory 50' 12' 30' 12' 

RR-5 Accessory 50’ 12’ 30’ 12’ 

AR Accessory 50' 12' 30' 12' 

PR Accessory 30’ 12’ 30’ 12’ 

 
 
 
Setbacks for Principle Structures.  A setback is the minimum horizontal distance between the front line of a building 
or structure and the property lot line (NOT the edge or middle of the road). If the Detached Post Frame and Pole Frame 
Structure is to be considered a principle structure on the property, it must meet the established setbacks for a principle 
structure in that zoned district. See below. 

 
 

Principle Structure Setbacks 

Zoning 
District 

Type of Use 
Front 
Yard 

Interior 
Side 

Street 
Side 

Rear 

RR-2 Accessory 50' 20' 30' 25' 

RR-5 Permitted 50’ 20’ 30’ 25’ 

AR Permitted 50' 20' 30' 40' 

PR Permitted 50’ 12’ 30’ 20’ 

 
 
 
Building Permits.  A building permit is required for any garage or accessory 
building installed on your property.  Building permit applications can be found 
on the Village of Kronenwetter website, www.kronenwetter.org, by clicking 
the “Building Info & Permits” link on the center of the website and then 
clicking on “Wisconsin Uniform Building Permit Application”. The 
administration of all building permits will take place at the Village of 
Kronenwetter Municipal Center.   If you have any question on an existing or 
proposed permit you can contact Jarod Rachu at 715-693-4200 ext 107 or 
email jrachu@kronenwetter.org.  If you would like to meet with the building 
inspector about an upcoming project or for specific building code questions 
please call Weston Building Inspections at 715-241-2613 or email them at 
plandev@westonwi.gov to schedule an appointment. 
  
The building permit fees for garages and accessory buildings are calculated as follows:  

Yard Sheds $50  

Garages:  
550 sq. ft or less $75  

Over 550 sq. ft $75 plus $0.15/sq. ft over 550 sq. ft 

Agricultural Outbuildings:  
1,000 sq. ft or less $75  

1,000 to 2,500 sq. ft $100  

Over 2,500 sq. ft $125 plus $5/100 sq. ft over 2,500 sq. ft 
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The penalty for beginning a project without a permit is two times the cost of the original permit fee.  It is easier and 
more cost effective to call first to see if your project requires a permit.   
 
Documents to Submit With Building Permit.  In addition to filling out the applicable information on the “Wisconsin 
Uniform Building Permit Application” form please also include the following with your submittal: 
1) Site plan sketch showing the location of the garage or accessory building from any close property boundaries, 

existing buildings, and any overhead or underground utilities. 
2) Construction plans, information sheet, or a pamphlet for the garage or accessory building including a footing detail 

& foundation plan, the floor layout, and materials you will be using for the roof and exterior siding. 
 
Razing.  If part of your project involves removing an existing building, you will need to pick up a building permit to have 

that building demolished.  This permit is called a razing permit and can be applied for at the same time you apply for 

the permit for the new garage or accessory building, if required for your project.  The cost for a razing permit for an 

accessory building is $40. 
 

Questions: 

Jarod Rachu       Weston Building Inspections  

Planning Technician      Building Inspector  

715-693-4200 ext 107      715-241-2613 

jrachu@kronenwetter.org      plandev@westonwi.gov  
 

Sources: 

 Village of Kronenwetter General Code of Ordinances, Chapter 218, “Building Construction and Fire Prevention” 

 Village of Kronenwetter General Code of Ordinances, Chapter 520, “Village Zoning Ordinance” 
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